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Kuala . Lumpur: Kejayaan
Malaysia menduduki carta
pertama dalam kategori
Penjagaan Kesihatan bagi
Indeks Persaraan Global Ta-
hunan 2019 disifatkan se-
bagai pengiktirafan dunia
kepada negara. :

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan
Datuk Dr Noor Hisham Ab-

DR Noor
- Hisham

“‘_3 \

o4

Malaysia di carta pertama
penjagaan kesihatan global

dullah berkata, pemilihan itu
secara tidak langsung mem-
beri pengiktirafan kepada
perkhidmatan kesihatan
berkualiti tinggi yang dise-
diakan di Malaysia. i
“Negara  sememangnya
komited memberi perkhid-
matan Kkesihatan terbaik
yang berkualiti dan ber-
nilai tinggi malah kos ra-
Wwatannya juga berpatu-
tan

“Dengan pengiktirafan
itu, Kementerian Kesiha-
tan Malaysia (KKM) men-
jangka wujud pertamba-
han bilangan pelancongan
kesihatan dalam negara,”
katanya, semalam.

Dr Noor Hisham mengulas

mengenai laporan Malaysia
menduduki carta pertama
dalam kategori Penjagaan
Kesihatan bagi Indeks Per-
saraan Global Tahunan 2019,
dengan skor 95 daripada 100
mata.

Menurut indeks berkena-
an, Perancis di kedudukan
kedua dengan 93 mata di-
ikuti Thailand (92 mata),
Ecuador (89 mata) dan Costa
Rica serta Mexico masing
masing berkongsi kedudu-
kan di tangga kelima.

Berdasarkan laporan akh-
bar Costa Rica News, ada 13
hospital memperoleh akre-
ditasi Suruhanjaya Antara-
bangsa Bersama (JCI) di ne-
gara ini dan hampir semua

doktor fasih berbahasa Ing-
geris.
Sementara itu, Presiden
Pertubuhan Doktor-Doktor
Islam Malaysia (PERDIM)
Datuk Dr Ahmad Shukri Is-
mail berkata, kejayaan itu
bukan sesuatu yang meme-
ranjatkan kerana Malaysia
adalah antara negara yang
menawarkan perkhidmatan
kesihatan terbaik di dunia.
Katanya, Malaysia memi-
liki fasiliti kesihatan kera-
jaan dan swasta di seluruh
negara, tidak kira walau di
ceruk mana sekali pun.
Menurutnya, tidak banyak
negara yang memiliki ke-
mudahan kesihatan seperti
yang disediakan negara.
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National dengue
alert issued over
spike in cases

Health departments told to use all
available resources to check outbreak

By SARBAN SINGH
sarbans@thestar.com.my

SEREMBAN: The country is on a national
dengue alert after the number of dengue
cases spiked to 9,119 in the first three weeks
of the year with 16 deaths so far.
- Of the 16 fatal cases, six were reported in
Selangor, three each in Penang and Negri
Sembilan, two in Johor while Perak and Kuala
Lumpur/Putrajaya had one each.

There were 3,338 cases recorded during the
same period last year with seven deaths.

Statisticsreleased by the Crisis Preparedness
and Response Centre (CPRC) showed that an
average of 480 cases was recorded daily in the
first 19 days of 2019 compared with 175 dur-
ing the same period last year.

_ Health director-general Datuk Dr Noor
Hisham Abdullah said dengue cases have
been on the rise since the 43rd week of 2018
with an increase of between 6% and 25%
every week. . :

“In the first three weeks of this year, we

have been getting more than 3,000 cases a

week,” he said in a directive to all state health
departments to be on the alert.

Selangor had the most cases with 5,249
compared with 1,637 last year followed by
Kuala Lumpur/Putrajaya 784 (281), Penang
763 (269) and Johor 742 (410).

Labuan which had only one case during
the period last year had seven this time while
Terengganu had 87 cases compared with nine
previously. .

Dr Noor Hisham instructed state health
departments to use all available resources to
check the spread including deploying officers
from districts not affected by dengue to the
affected areas.

“They are also to reactivate their respective
district epidemic committees and state den-
gue task force and get every related agency

-

All community and health
clinics must be equipped
with Combo Rapid Test
Kits to allow

its personnel

to diagnose
suspected
dengue cases.

Datulc Dr Noor Hisham

Abdullah , ,

involved in prevention work.

“The respective legal and inspectorate units
must coordinate all enforcement work till
March as part of the measure to reduce the
number of cases,” he said in the directive.

Dr Noor Hisham added that awareness
programmes carried out through Pasukan
Khas Pendidikan Kesihatan must be held in
dengue hotspots.

“The health authorities will have to work
with the local councils to carry out enforce-
ment especially in vacant lots and to conduct
outdoor residual spraying in strata buildings
which have become hotspots. All community
and health clinics must be equipped with
Combo Rapid Test Kits to allow its personnel
to diagnose suspected dengue cases.

“The frontline personnel must also be
trained to identify the warning signs and
severe dengue,” he said adding that the inten-
sive care units and wards at all hospitals must
be ready to handle severe dengue cases.



